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Message from the Grand Master 
From the Grand East

Wilbert M. Curtis
Grand Master

 I greet you in the name of The Grand Architect of 
the Universe, there by whom all blessings flow. It 
is my prayer that you are receiving the bountiful 
blessings of joy and peace. Continue to spread 
the cement of brotherly love and charity as you 
travel.
 
As we have moved into a new calendar year and 
the second half of our Masonic year, I am pleased
to be able to say that things continue to look 
positive for the Texas Prince Hall Masonic Family. 

The Master Masons had a very successful Mid Winter session in 
November. We had excellent workshops that were very 
informative. 

The York Rite Bodies had an exceptionally great York 
RiteWeekend in Killeen, Tx. My hat goes off to the. Head of those 
Houses and the entire membership. It was a golden opportunity 
for everyone to get back into the convention experience. We look 
forward to the Scottish Rite, Texas Council of Deliberation to be 
held in El Paso next month. Over the next few months our 
Masonic Family will continue the state wide activities. Please 
participate and support them. 
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On the Grand Lodge level, a new version of the Grand 
View Membership System (GVMS) will be rolling out a 
new and improved version. Also remember that GVMS 
will be reset in March in preparation for 2023 Masonic 
year reporting and elections. This will be the second 
year that we will be reporting online instead of the blue 
annual returns forms. 
 
We are looking forward to having our 148th Annal 
Communication at the Frisco Embassy Suites Hotel in 
June. We are hoping for a packed house! Be sure and 
make your reservations early. 
 
As I close, please remember that the principles of which
Our Grand Old Order is founded upon; faith, hope and 
charity. The greatest of these is charity. We are to be 
living examples of upright men and women not only in 
our lodges, courts and chapters but in our homes, 
communities, work places or where ever our travel 
takes us.
 
I remain…
Fraternally yours
Grand Master Wilbert M. Curtis
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Most Excellent Prince Hall Grand Chapter
Holy Royal Arch Masons of the State of Texas.

Elected Grand Chapter Officers
2022-2023
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Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
 

I pray the Great Architect of the Universe continues 
to bless, guide, and protect you and your families. If 
you all would allow me a few moments of your time, 
I would like to share my thoughts on leadership and 

a few qualities leaders should possess.
  
 

GRAND LECTURER CORNER 

First and foremost, we must ask ourselves what is leadership? 
According to the Oxford dictionary leadership is “The action of leading 
a group of people or an organization”. Although I agree, I would say that 

leadership is the act of “SERVING”, a group of people or an 
organization, which is in accord with the language used during our 
annual elections. Once the nominations have been made and the 

ballots cast, the presiding officer announces to the Brother or Sisters 
that they have been elected to “SERVE” as Worshipful Master, Most 

Ancient Matron or Worthy Matron, etc. for the ensuing Masonic year. 
Most of us associate leadership with the titles and positions that are 
held within our respective local, district, state, and national Masonic 

bodies. However, leadership is not the actual titles or positions that we 
hold. Simply put, “LEADERSHIP IS SERVITUDE AND SERVITUDE IS 

LEADERSHIP”. I am a fond believer in the bigger the title you have, the 
bigger the“SERVANT” you should be. Too often when we’re elected or 

appointed to positions, our egos show up and we are looking to be 
served, not to serve. It’s been said, if you really want to know the true 

character of a person, give them some power or money,and watch 
them reveal their true selves. If they were truly humble before 

receiving either of the two, then they will display even more humility. 
But, if they were pretending to be humble, then they will reveal the 

opposite, which is never good for any organization. 
 11



Furthermore, a leader is a visionary who knows from whence they 
came, where they are now, where they want to go in the future. More 
importantly, they know how to communicate their vision with 
purpose, passion and clarity to the other officers and members, in 
order to achieve the desired results. As a side note, there is a huge 
difference between having a vision and having a personal agenda. If a 
leader has a vision, the organization will succeed, but if they have a 
personal agenda, the organization will most likely suffer.
 
Leaders have integrity and rely on their core values to guide their 
decision making, decorum, and interactions. Although they know that 
having integrity won’t make them a leader, they also understand that 
without integrity they will never be one.Effective leaders possess a 
strong sense of character, keep their promises, communicate openly, 
and honestly, and are respected for being authentic, moral, and 
rational.

Leaders know that effective communication is more than giving an attentive 
ear and responding appropriately. It includes sharingimportant information, 
asking for opinions, being transparent and communicating/connecting 
effectively with different personalities, who may be from different social, 
religious, education and economic backgrounds.
Leaders also motivate, inspire, and invest time in the officers and members of 
their organzation, to determine their strengths, needs, and priorities. They also 
make them feel valuable andreinforce how their efforts are making a difference.
 
The discussion on leadership and the qualities of good leaders are so extensive 
that I would need to develop a leadership symposium just to delve deeper into 
these topics.
 
Therefore, in conclusion, I will leave you all with a quote fromDebashis 
Chatterjee, “The most significant role of a leader is to make the invisible clearly 
visible. Inspiration is invisible but inspired action is visible. Truth is invisible but 
trustworthy behavior is visible. A leader has to constantly cross the bridge 
between what is unseen and that which is seen in order to connect with his 
followers”.
 
Fraternally Submitted
Troy A. Cousin
Grand Lecturer-At-Large
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District 11



 
Christopher Houston, DDGM, 15-A

 District 15-A Marches in The Original 45th 
Annual Martin Luther King Parade of Houston

Houston, TX – On the Morning of January 16th, district 15-A came 
together to march in the “45th ANNUAL ORIGINAL MLK PARADE” which 
began at 10 a.m. downtown Houston starting at the intersection of Smith 
and Lamar street.
Mayor Sylvester Turner, served as the 2023 parade grand marshal 
alongside co-grand marshals Dr. Camille Cash (plastic surgeon) and Rev. 
Dr. Derek King(nephew of the late Dr. King). This year's parade also paid 
tribute to the late Houston civil rights and labor activist John Bland, who 
died in 2020 and was themed "Climbing the Mountain to a Better Future”. 
The district participation in the parade was organized by PM Mike Tatum 
(3) who has spearheaded coordinating this event over the past few years. 
In addition, the brothers of Magnolia (3) graciously donated a trailer to 
assist those unable to walk the ability to still participate along with 
refreshments and candy for the children that lined the streets.
The parade was immediately followed by a free MLK Festival at Hermann 
Park Square at Houston City Hall were as variety of food trucks, vendors, 
live music, DJs and youth activities were available until 5 p.m.
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LOGOS Lodge No.659
Welcomes New Members  

District 15A 25
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District 15B



MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY
SILENT UNITY MARCH
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D19 Wreath Laying  SDDM Clary Glover presenting wreath to City of San Antonio
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Story by: PM Kenneth B. Jones Sr.
The Brothers of Pride of Killeen Lodge #620 hosted and 
participated in their 1st ever Appreciation Dinner for their wives 
on 28 January 2023 from 3-6pm which also included several of 
our Widows. This event was hosted at their lodge hall located at 
410 North 8th Street in Downtown Killeen, Texas. The lodge sent 
out invites by mail and email to all members wives and widows. 
The menu included a steak dinner with a loaded baked potato, 
salad, and cheesecake. Worshipful Master Johuntas Hawkins 
stated, “At this event the men will cater to the ladies throughout 
your time here.” This was well received by all the ladies present. 

Pride of Killeen Lodge #620 Hosted their 
1st Wives Appreciation Dinner 

The members, their wives, and widows socialized for the 1st hour 
introducing themselves to those they had not had the opportunity to 

meet yet. Many made new friends while others rekindled old 
relationships of many years. While the social hour was ongoing, the 

last of the steaks were being completed on the grill. Ladies had their 
choice of a T-Boneor Ribeye. 37District 24



Meanwhile Worshipful Master Hawkins introduced himself and let all
within the sound of his voice know the occasion of why we were here.
Everyone was welcomed to the event; the food was blessed in prayer
and dinner was served.  
Upon completion of dinner, there were a couple of presentations 
made. 1st the members presented each of the ladies with a long stem
red rose. Senior Warden Adrian Davenport then read the poem 
named “A Masons Wife” and each member presented the ladies with 
a copy of the poem. The ladies gave a round of applause after 
receiving these presentations. Lastly, each husband had the 
opportunity to express his appreciation for his wife in front of all 
present much to the delight of each one of the ladies.  

There were closing remarks given by Worshipful Master Hawkins,
members, wives, and widows and all were in sync that this was an
event that was a resounding success. Past Master Willie Fields Sr.
stated, “In my 38 years of being a member of this lodge, this is the
1st time we have ever done something like this for our wives and I
hope we continue to do so.” The lodge should take that advice and
ensure they keep the success of this event a part of their calendar

for years to come. 38
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Belton Texas- November 9, 2022, the members of Nolan Creek 
Lodge No. 227 attended midwinter session where three young men
were raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason at the Grand 
Lodge in Fort Worth Texas. 
On November 11, 2022, WM Sammie Jordan, DDGM Tommy Levi 
and several members of Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 were invited 
and attended the Mt Zion UM Church 148th Anniversary 
celebration in Belton TX. WM Jordan and DDGM Tommy Levi gave 
words of praise for allowing Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 to be part of
their community celebration. The church service was great, and it 
gave Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 a chance to be represented in the 
local community. WM Sammie Jordan presented Pastor Patrick 
Russell with a small token of appreciation on behalf of Nolan Creek
Lodge # 227.

Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 
Working Hard in the Community

Story written by Gregory Benton, 
PM, Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227
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Nolan Creek hosted its annual Thanksgiving baskets giveaway for 
needy families on November 22, 2022, at 7:00pm. Due to COVID-19 

pandemic, Nolan Creek proceeded with its Thanksgiving basket 
giveaway in-accordance with CDC guidelines. Instead of the 

recipients coming into the Lodge area, Nolan Creek members gave 
the baskets to families by means of a drive-by. The members of 

Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 placed the items into the trunk of the 
recipients’ vehicles. Nolan CreekLodge No. 227 gave out a total of 26

baskets and delivered baskets to our widows. The families were 
thankful and grateful to receive a Thanksgiving basket. After the 

Thanksgiving basket giveaway, the members of Nolan Creek Lodge 
No. 227 took the time to visit their wonderful widows.
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On December 21, 2022, Nolan Creek Lodge No. 227 
held its annual Christmas basket give-a-way. Nolan 

CreekLodge No. 227 followed the same CDC 
guidelines as it did for Thanksgiving. Nolan Creek 

Lodge No. 227 gave out a total of 13 baskets to 
needy families. The families were very 

appreciative in receiving their baskets. We also 
had a visit from one of the pillars in the 

community, Ms. Estella Lulu Murray.

Members of Nolan Creek lodge No. 227 along side with Ms. Estella 
Lulu Murray at Nolan Creek annual Christmas Basket giveaway 46
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NAACP Installations ceremony MWGM Curtis Addressing The Audience  
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Story By: 2nd Lieutenant, Joe Scott 64



Norris Wright Cuney Grand Chapter's 
25 Years Service Award

Worthy Matron Sandra Alexander and Stars of 
the Sun Chapter No 6, El Paso, Texas celebrated 
with members who received the Norris Wright 
Cuney Grand Chapter's 25 Years Service Award. 
These members have had 25 years of continuous 
service with this Grand Chapter in El Paso, Texas.
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Worthy Matron Benetris Edwards along with 
members of Stars of Gate City #57 in Orange, Texas 

celebrated Prince Hall Americanism 2022 with all 
Masonic bodies in the area. Due to all of her hard 

work, WM Edwards was presented a Proclamation at 
the Chapters Thanksgiving Banquet where they also 
presented two families with Thanksgiving baskets. 

Stars of Gate City members showed off their Breast 
Cancer awareness shirts at their quarterly District 

Meeting in October. The Chapter has adopted a 
street in Orange, Texas which they are responsible 

for maintaining.

68



Worthy Matron Jeanette Brown along with members
of Cubie Horton Chapter #14, San Antonio, Texas 

made a donation to Trulight Ministers Children
Shelter for their food pantry; Supported breast 

cancer awareness by participating in a 5K walk & run. 
Congratulations to WM Brown who is a survivor; 

Delivered Thanksgiving baskets to four families; The 
Chapter closed out the year with toys and a visit to 

the Children's Cancer Hospital.
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Once again, Junior Bethel Youth 
Palace #103, Tyler, Texas exhibits
another virtue, “Charity.”  During the 
2022 Christmas Season, and as the 
first Saturday monthly meeting was 
fast approaching,  Queen Anetha 
Francis decided that Junior Bethel 
would serve the community by 
“Ringing the Bell” for Salvation Army’s
Angel Tree.  For almost three hours at
a local Chick-fil-A, members of Junior 
Bethel greeted and thanked many 
donors who contributed to the kettle.  

Junior Bethel Youth Palace #103
Tyler Texas

Submitted by Queen Anetha Francis
 

L-R:  Princess Ashlyn Thatcher, Ancient 
Secretary; Brittany Thatcher, the 
parent; Princess Aaliyah Thatcher, 
Ancient Princess;  Heroine Anetha 
Francis, Palace Queen.
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