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Pride of The South Lodge No. 324 Conducts
Masons for Veterans Initiative Barbecue

By Chris Lewis, Junior Warden Pride of The South Lodge No. 324, District 20

Fort Worth, TX - On Saturday, November 4, 2023,
Pride of the South Lodge #324 out of District 20,
conducted our annual Masons for Veteran’s
Initiative barbecue. This is an important event to
us as servicemembers once wrote a blank check
to serve this country; additionally, we have
several members of our lodge who are also
veterans. The event was held at The Patriot
House Transitional Facility for Veterans;
henceforth, their mission is to guide the journey
home, providing services and resources to end
homelessness for each man, woman, and child
who walk through their doors. In addition to the
barbecue, clothing items were donated, and we
were blessed to sit, fellowship, and spend time
with these heroes.  



Moreover, all gave some, some gave all serving this
country with dignity, honor, courage, and

commitment while vehemently declaring, “Tough
times don’t last, tough people do!” At any given
moment, or flip of the coin, consequences could
lead any veteran or person to homelessness or

substance abuse. As we approach Veteran’s Day to
celebrate servicemembers of the past and present,
it is important to remind them of giving themselves

grace. Although, not a counselor; coincidently, a
mentor to servicemembers and young adults we

communicate with, we leave two pieces of wisdom
learned through our life progressions: 1) If you forget

your mistakes or diminish them, if you don’t use
them as fertilizer for a better you, you are liable to
revert to the same terrible impulses, same terrible
outcomes. 2) Have gratitude for your regrets, they
are there to remind you to be a better version of

yourself. Overall, it was a great day spent with the
veterans on our annual visit, and we look forward to
visiting them next year; although, we are discussing

adding another visit to our schedule.  







DISTRICT 24 HOSTING THEIR
ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST

Story & Photo by SDD Alphonso Ford
 

On April 1, 2023, District
24 hosted its annual JT
Maxey Scholarship
contest, there were six
contestants from the
different Lodges in
District 24 competing.
Mr. Joshua-Zion Styles
representing Mt. Bonnell
No. 2, Mr. Kory Thomas
representing Thomas H.
Keithley No. 45, Ms.
Trene Tee Lauren
Briddell representing St.
James No. 71, Ms.
Savannah Marie Lee
representing Nolan
Creek No. 227, Mr.
Damien Frank
representing New Light
No. 242, & Ms. Lilyanna
Gonzalez representing
Pride of Killeen No. 620.

Each contestant had to
write an essay on a
particular topic provided by
the Grand Lodge
Scholarship committee. The
winner of District 24
scholarship contest will be
the representative of
District 24 at the Grand
Lodge Scholarship contest. 
At the end of District 24
scholarship contest the
1stplace award was
awarded to Ms. Lilyanna
Gonzalez representing Pride
of Killeen No. 620. Ms.
Gonzalez won the 1st place
award of $1,200.00. Ms.
Gonzalez also represented
District 24 at the Grand
Lodge Scholarship contest
and won 2nd place,
receiving an award of
$ il

$3,000.00. Ms. Lilyanna
Gonzalez a senior at Ellison

High School in Killeen TX plans
to attend Texas State

University, majoring in
psychology, counseling.

​



On March 6, 1775, Prince Hall and fourteen (14) other men of color, were
initiated, passed, and raised to the degree of Master Mason in a Military
Lodge. This was the early beginning of what has become the oldest and

largest Black Fraternity in America

DISTRICT 24 CELEBRATING PRINCE HALL
AMERICANISM DAY

Prince Hall Americanism Day is celebrated on or as close to 
September 12th each year to honor Prince Hall.

On September 10, 2023, District 24 of the MWPHGL of Texas and its Jurisdiction, led by DDGM Tommy
Levi celebrated and honored the founder of Prince Hall Masonry.  District 24 visited church at Greater

Vision Community Church where Reverand (Dr.) David G. Reynolds Sr. is the pastor. In attendance at the
service were members of District 24 along with the AppendantBodies, Adoptive Rites & Concordant

Masonic bodies in the Central Texas area. During the service WM Adrian Davenport gave the purpose of
the celebration of Prince Hall Americanism Day. 

Story by SDD Alphonso Ford
Photos by LJ Austin



Visiting the Central Texas area was our very own Grand Master for the
MWPHGL of Texas and its Jurisdiction Michael T. Anderson. GM

Anderson stated that he had a great time during the church service and
the hospitality shown while he was in Central Texas.

After church service dinner was served at Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
9191, 3307 Zephyr Rd, Killeen TX 76543.



 

Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 

MOTIVATED MEN ON A MISSION 

• A turkey or ham 

• Brown Gravy 

• Macaroni and Cheese 

• Corn 

• Green Beans 

• Sweet Potatoes 

• Stove-Top Stuffing 

• Au Gratin Sliced Potatoes 

• A box of Cake Mix, including icing 

All the families were grateful and appreciated the service provided, and the Men Of Mosier Valley
Lodge No. 103 were truly honored to serve. 

Mosier Valley Lodge No. 103 had the privilege of providing over 35 families in the Tarrant and Dallas
county communities with food boxes from November 17th -23rd to assist in bringing a moment of
joy and relief during the Thanksgiving holiday. 

The food boxes contained: 









Link to Promo Video 
they are working tirelessly, especially with an   upcoming tournament in August 

Copyright 2023 KXII. All rights reserved.

https://www.kxii.com/2023/07/26/sherman-boxing-gym-trains-military-style/?outputType=amp
https://www.kxii.com/2023/07/26/sherman-boxing-gym-trains-military-style/?outputType=amp
https://m.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=9601023269969197&id=100001848587346&set=a.468389716565977
https://m.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=9601023269969197&id=100001848587346&set=a.468389716565977




Queen Makeda Court #4, Ladies of the Circle of
Perfection, Hits Food Insecurity Head-on 
Taia R. Smith, Royal Perfect Matron 

 

What is food insecurity? The USDA defines food insecurity as “A lack of consistent access to 
enough food for every person in a household to live an active, healthy life.” 
(www.feedingamerica.org) What drove Queen Makeda Court #4 to this initiative was the story of 
a young man whom the staff saw wrapping his lunch up every day and putting it in his backpack. 
When asked why, he stated that he is taking care of his younger siblings and that they don’t have 
food at home to eat. 
Children shouldn’t have to worry about if they have food at night on top of the stresses of 
education and everyday life. Queen Makeda Court #4 was blessed with donations not only from 
its member but our community partners at the United Way of Houston. The United Way of 
Houston provided Queen Makeda Court #4 with over 100+ breakfast and snack bags. The 
breakfast bags consisted of Oatmeal, breakfast bars, applesauce, and bottled water. The snack 
bags consisted of goldfish, fruit bars, raisins, and bottled water. Members of Queen Makeda 
Court #4 also provided individual packets of mac and cheese, soups, tuna, chips, and cookies. 

Our goal is to stock the pantry each month, and if anyone would like to make a donation or 
purchase items off our pantry Amazon wish list, here’s the link! 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/38IY7MIUGG0ND?ref_=wl_share 
Please contact any member of Queen Makeda Court #4. 

 
Houston, TX – On September 6, 2023, Queen Makeda Court #4 Ladies of the Circle of
Perfection, PHA continued their monthly charity initiative of stocking the food pantry at
Empowerment Hight School in Southwest Houston. Per the Houston Food Bank, more than 1 out
of 5 children in Southeast Texas is food insecure. 

(L-R: Royal Perfect Matron Taia Smith, Empowerment HS Principal 
 

Dr. Adrienne Bykowicz-Krul, Royal Deputy 
Matron Ima Ekanem, Honorary Past Royal Perfect Matron Stacy Vincent)
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R. Lucille Samuel Guild #41



Congratulations to new Princess Brittney Deamus Johnson
who was initiated into the R Lucille Samuel Guild 41. We are
committed to continuing the growth of our palace and work
to add more new membersto the Lone Star Grand Guild. 

R Lucille Samuel Guild #41 attending regional training to sharpen skills
and learn. The training is provided to keep the Princesses knowledgeable,

 involved and provides a chance for mentoring and recruitment.
The Grand Princess Captain Monique Calbert is pictured with our Guild.

 



Excellence and Congratulations Special Deputy

Special Deputy and Princess of RLS#41, Tianna
Williams who received an AWESOME award for

her proficiency and participation in
demonstrating the Burial Ceremony Honor

during the 2023 training session.

















Goodwill Consistory #238 hosted
South Camp Luncheon at Luby’s as
part of Council of Deliberation
activity in Houston.



J.W. RAY: AN UNSUNG PILLAR IN EDUCATION,
COMMUNITY, AND FREEMASONRY

2nd May, 2021 www.reallygreatsite.com

There were no public schools for African
Americans in Dallas at the time he settled. In
the late 1870’s he organized private schools in
Plano, Jefferson, White Rock, and Dallas.
These private institutions played an
importantrole in providing educational
opportunities for Blacks. Over time the private
schools were incorporated into what would
become Dallas Public School system. Ray was
elected Principal of Dallas Colored School No.
1 in 1885 and served in that capacity until
1888. This school was located at the corner of
Canton and Cockrell streets. It later became
known as Booker T. Washington School High
School. He served as Principal of the High
School from 1888 to 1892. J.W. Ray dedicated
28 years of his life to teaching and shaping the
minds of countless students in the Dallas area.
His steadfast commitment to providing
quality education was evident throughout his
extensive and illustrious career.

Dallas, Texas – John Wesley Ray, a
distinguished African – American
educator in Dallas, Texas, was born
on February 24, 1852, in Asheville,
North Carolina. After the Civil War
he relocated to eastern Tennessee,
where he pursued an education at
Maryville College. This early
education set the stage for his
future as an educator and
community leader. Following
graduation, he beganteaching in
Tennessee, and later in Virginia,
before migrating to Dallas, Texas in
the winter of 1878. In 1881, he
married Mary L. Crockett and went
on to have three children.

Willie D. White, Past Master (669)



J.W. Ray served not only as an educator
but also as a devoted community

leader. He was actively engaged in civic
activities and politics, serving as a
member and laterChairman of the

Dallas County Republican executive
committee. Ray was instrumental in the
establishment of Woodland Cemetery,
replacing the deteriorating Freedman's
Cemetery. He also played a vital role in

organizing Emancipation Day
celebrations, working to ensure proper

recognition of this important event.

In addition to his educational and community
efforts, J.W. Ray served as a member of various

organizations and fraternal orders. Ray was a
faithful member of St. James African Methodist

Episcopal Church. He was the National Secretary
for the Royal Knights of the World, Grand

Secretary of the Oddfellows, and Prince Hall
Freemason. He was a member of the Paul

Drayton Lodge No. 9, Free & Accepted Masons
#9, in Dallas, Texas.



The roots of Prince Hall Freemasonry in North Texas can be
traced to the establishment of Paul Drayton Lodge No. 9 on
May 10, 1876. J.W. Ray’s unsung, yet significant rolein Texas

Prince Hall Freemasonry is extensively recorded in the
Grand Lodge proceedings. His affiliation with Paul Drayton

Lodge is noted as early as 1887. He was later appointed
Grand Junior Deacon in 1892. The following year he served

as Worshipful Master of Paul Drayton Lodge No. 9 signifying
his dedication and fealty to the Masonic fraternity.

Recognition of his stewardship to the craft came in the form
of an appointment to the office of Grand Marshal of the
Grand Lodge, under the leadership of Grand Master J.W.
Madison in 1893. In 1894, Ray's contributions were again

celebrated as he was elected to the office of Grand Junior
Warden. This was indicative of his continued application of
the tenets and values upheld by the Masonic fraternity. He
continued his service to Paul Drayton lodge by serving as

the Secretary, which played a vital role in its foundation and
administration. In 1896, Ray's prominence within the

Masonic order was cementedwhen he was elected Right
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge. He

held this position with distinction until 1897.
Remarkably, J.W. Ray maintained his affiliation with

Freemasonry throughout his life, remaining an
activemember of the fraternity until his passing in 1929. His
contributions to Freemasonry, much like his involvement in
education and leadership, underscored his commitment to

building a strong and united community.



In 1939, the Dallas
Board of Education
paid a lasting tribute
to John Wesley Ray's
remarkable legacy by
naming a new North
Dallas African
American school the
J.W. Ray Elementary
School. This
recognition honored
his unwavering
service to education
and his profound
impactin the city of
Dallas. Today, the J.W.
Ray School stands as
a tribute to his zeal
and fervency.
Additionally, in 1991,
the City of Dallas
established a
neighborhood park in
his honor.

John Wesley Ray's life
and achievements
stand as a testament
to the transformative
power of education,
community
engagement, and
leadership. His legacy,
along with his deep
involvement in
Freemasonry serves
as an enduring source
of inspiration.
 



MIDWINTER 

SESSION 2023 
 Session Friday 10 Nov 2023

SPECIAL THANKS TO GRAND PHOTOGRAPHER  LJ AUSTIN

 
 Session Saturday 11 Nov 2023
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https://ljaustinjr.zenfolio.com/p1035062503
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For More Pictures Click the link above 

https://ljaustinjr.zenfolio.com/p760870439/ec420450e
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